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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 13036 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, RP/US/KS 

SUBJ: KOREAN QUESTION 

REF: (A) STATE 211445; (B) MANILA 12868; (C) MANILA 12684 

LON AUGUST 26, EMBOFFS DISCUSSED KOREAN QUESTION ITH 
DFA'S ASSISTANT SECRETARY (IO), AMBASSADOR VERCELES. 

EMBOFFS SAID THEY HAD BEEN IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH KOREAN 
EMBASSY AND THAT KOREAN AMBASSADOR HAD BEEN INFORMED BY 
GENERAL ROMULO THAT HE (ROMULO) SAW NO PROBLEM IN GOP 
CO-SPONSORING FRIENDLY RESOLUTION (REFTEL B). VERCELES 
NOTED ROMULO HAD TOLD KOREAN AMBASSADOR HE FIRST 
WANT TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH AMBASSADOR REYES. 

ACCORDING TO VERCELES, REYES AND ROMULO WERE TO CONFER TODAY. 
HE HOPED GOP WOULD HAVE FINALIZED POSITION WITHIN A FEW DAYS. 
VERCELES SEEMED LESS POSITIVE THAN ROMULO ABOUT POSSIBLE 
GOP CO-SPONSORSHIP BUT SAID FRIENDLY RESOLUTION THIS 
YEAR SEEMED MORE "INNOCUOUS" THAN LAST YEAR. THUS, GOP 
"MORE INCLINED" TO CO-SPONSOR THAN LAST YEAR WHEN CO- 
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COMPROMISE FORMULATION. 

2. ACCORDING TO VERCELES, THERE WILL BE NO RPT NO 
ASEAN CONSENSUS ON KOREAN QUESTION. CO-SPONSORSHIP BY 
MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE IS OUT ALTHOUGH POSSIBLY BOTH 
INDONESIA AND THAILAND MIGHT CO-SPONSOR. IN ANY EVENT, VERCELES 
SAID MATTER MUST BE DISCUSSED IN DETAIL DURING ASEAN UNGA 
CONSULTATIONS WHICH ARE SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 1 AND 2 IN MANILA. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE ROMULO'S ASSURANCES TO SOUTH 
KOREAN AMBASSADOR (REFTEL B). IT IS EVIDENT GOP HAS 

NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER TO CO-SPONSOR FRIENDLY RESOLUTION. 
PRESUMABLY. DECISION MIGHT BE MADE AFTER ASEAN CONSUL- 
TAIONS, ALTHOUGH LACK OF CONSENSUS WITHIN ASEAN AND 
ASEAN'S DESIRE TO AGAIN PLAY "MEDIATORY" ROLE MIGHT 
PROMPT POSTPONEMENT OF DECISION UNTIL LATER. 
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